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armament prepared at some other island, and provided with every necessary for a regular attack. At present the case is entirely altered; by giving freedom to the blacks the French have inspired that large body with energy, and have excited them against us. In an island, therefore, like St. Lucia, where the white inhabitants are dissatisfied and the negroes have been accustomed to the republican system, the post must not only be guarded as heretofore, but the white proprietors must be awed, the blacks kept in subjection, and both must be kept from communicating with or receiving succours from the enemy. Detachments for this purpose are necessary in different parts round the coast, whilst others are occasionally employed in scouring the woods. By these means the commander may always have a perfect knowledge of the state of the island and of every occurrence within it. Insurrections and combinations will be prevented which might prove destructive to the island, and even fatal to the troops and posts.
" St. Lucia requires a garrison of 1500 to 1800 effectives, two-thirds of which ought to be Europeans: particular circumstances must direct the manner they are to be distributed, but in general there should be five or six hundred Europeans on Morne Fortun4, one hundred at Pigeon Island, the rest divided between Souffriere and Vieux Fort. The blacks should occupy the other posts along the coast, particularly on that to windward, and they alone should be employed in patrolling the woods and interior parts of the island. The officer who commands will of course adopt measures to facilitate the communication between the posts; he will also make arrangements to ensure the retreat of the different detachments to Morne Fortune in case of the landing of a superior force by the enemy or of any serious attack. In such event every consideration must yield to the immediate safety of his Majesty's troops, and of the stores and magazines entrusted to their charge. Pigeon Island must be reinforced, and the rest of the force, being concentrated on the Morne Fortune and the Vigie, &c. &c.,